[Cardiac Anaesthesia: Anaesthesiological Management].
The anaesthesiological management of patients scheduled for cardiac surgery has been refined distinctively over the last decade due to different reasons. The continuing growth of the elderly patient population and the increasing number of combined cardiac surgery procedures in octogenarians on the one hand are one aspect. The rapid development of minimally invasive cardiac surgery and the enhancements in mechanical, artificial heart assist devices on the other hand can be seen as additional decisive factors. All of these innovations in the field of cardiac surgery implicate further enhancements regarding the anaesthesiological management. This review article addresses the following subareas of cardiac anaesthesia: significance of pharmacological myocardial protection, anaesthetic management during cardiopulmonary bypass, importance of "Enhanced Recovery After Cardiac Surgery"-protocols as well as innovations in the field of minimally invasive cardiac surgery like transcatheter aortic valve implantation.